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Rejoice - He IS Risen!

We serve a risen Lord!  Thanks to your part-
nership, many have had the opportunity to hear
about Jesus and accept him as their Savior.  They
have an abundant life.  They have access to God's
Word in a language they understand.  They can truly
know Him and stand firm in their faith.

Rejoice – Ethnologue

We are rejoicing that the 16th edition of the
Ethnologue (the database of all languages spoken
in the world) has been sent to the printer!  Very
soon, Ray will do one final Ethnologue data load
for the 17th edition using the old process.  Then he
will take over the development of the new
Ethnologue Editor interface, which will give the
Ethnologue department the ability to directly man-
age and edit the data in SQL Server.

Rejoice – Agta, Anthr opology , & A
Conf er ence Pr esenta tion

The Agta Demographic Database, version 1.0,
is finally posted to the Web! (www.tinyurl.com/
agtadb)

Last fall, Tom Headland and Tom Woodward
(Tom Headland’s manager) suggested that Ray
write a paper on the development of the Agta
database for submission to an anthropology
journal.  Ray slowly wrote that paper between
other tasks.  Meanwhile, Tom Headland was
invited to do a workshop on the Agta database
at an anthropology conference to be held in Feb-
ruary.  Tom wanted Ray to go with him to the
conference to be his co-presenter, and for good

measure, he suggested that Ray present his paper
at the conference!  Ray wrote up an abstract for his
paper and submitted it for consideration – and it
was accepted and he was invited to do a 30 minute
presentation.

So in February, Ray went to the joint meeting
of the Society for Cross-Cultural Research and the
Society for Anthropological Sciences in Las Ve-
gas.  It was fitting that his paper is entitled: “De-
veloping the Agta Demographic Database: A Com-
puter Scientist’s Adventure into the World of An-
thropology”.  Ray’s presentation was well accepted
and good discussion followed during the Q & A.
He just submitted his paper for review to a journal.

Many anthropologists have a negative view of
Christianity, and especially of missionaries.  By be-
ing involved in the anthropology community, pub-
lishing valued research papers, demonstrating ways
of protecting and promoting minority people
groups, and producing valuable tools, we present a
more positive image of missionaries to anthropolo-
gists.  Tom Headland considers anthropologists one
of his mission fields.  At the anthropology confer-
ence, people’s heads bobbed up and down when
Ray stated that he does database work for the
Ethnologue.  They know and respect the value of
the Ethnologue.



Rejoice – 10 th Anniv ersary of  GIAL

Those of you who knew Judy back in 1998, when
she was single, may remember that she helped with a 5-
year financial business plan spreadsheet for the Gradu-
ate Institute of Applied Linguistics (GIAL).  The busi-
ness plan allowed them to create realistic budgets based
on various enrollment numbers and tuition changes.
GIAL is the training school for linguistics, Bible trans-
lation, literacy, and multi-cultural work.  Classes first
started in fall 1999 with 62 students.  Today, over 800
students have taken courses, 115 MA degrees have been
awarded, and alumni are serving in over 60 different
countries, with at least 20 different mission
agencies.  GIAL produces almost 50% of the
new Bible translators each year!

Rejoice – Sound Sy stem Upg rades

With the new year came an abundance of
meetings and conferences here on the Interna-
tional Linguistics Center.  It seemed like there
was a large meeting or multi-day conference in
our Activity Center building every week.  Ray
was concerned about the deterioration of the
sound system mixing console, so he recom-
mended that the Center replace the mixing con-
sole.  With budget approved, he acquired and
installed a new console.

With more events also happening in the existing Din-
ing Hall, the Center Director requested Ray to research
upgrading the Dining Hall’s sound system.  At the same
time, the special Valentine’s dinner event needed better
sound for the dinner music performance.  Needing a
workable interim solution, Ray was able to acquire a
good portable mixing board, combined it with existing
loudspeakers, and built a decent portable system for the
event.  After the event, several people thanked Ray for
bringing in a better sound system, knowing how awful
the existing system is.  He can now deploy this system

for special events around the Center.  He has now pur-
chased and is upgrading the existing Dining Hall sound
system.

Rejoice – Mo ving Bac k into the Hunt Building

Ray’s Dallas IT department is nearly done moving
back into their offices.  The renovations and remodeling
are complete, city code inspections are done, and people
are starting to move back into the Hunt building!  The
networking team is finishing the rewiring of the com-
puter network and telephone lines in advance of every-
one else moving back into the building.

Rejoice – “Mama’ s School”

As mentioned previously,
Amanda did not meet the age re-
quirements for starting Kindergar-
ten this past fall.  Looking at our
travel schedule vs. the public
school schedule, we decided home
schooling would be a better option
for us.  We decided to go ahead and
start Kindergarten now as she al-
ready has covered quite a bit of the
Kindergarten curriculum and in
some things is already at almost
grade 1 level.

Judy researched a number of homeschooling cur-
riculum and online forums, and we found what we be-
lieve to be a good match.  The photo is of Amanda next
to her pile of school books and materials which we or-
dered.  She was asking for many days when they’d ar-
rive.  In the photo she’s got her magnifying glass which
had been on her wish list for quite a while.  (Daddy gets
to be the science experiments dude!  Woohoo!)  So,
Amanda has started “Mama’s School” (which Judy calls
“Joyful Noise Academy”) and is enjoying it.

We Need Your Help!

Judy is trying to create a list of helpful websites, activity ideas, coloring pages, etc., to help with Amanda's
schooling.  We are using Sonlight for the majority of our curriculm.  (We are very thankful that (1) Sonlight
has a generous donor which allows them to offer a missionary discount, (2) we have gotten some used
curriculum, and (3) Judy's Mom kept a lot of Judy's reading books which means we don't have to buy them
for Amanda.)

Please send us any web sites, curriculum sources, great ideas, etc., that you have found helpful.  Some of
you have already sent us some information and it has been a great help.  Judy is currently looking for good
options for felt board pieces to use for Bible stories, Bible curriculum options, and electives like arts and
crafts.



•  For His faithfulness!

•  Version 1.0 of the Agta database
has been published to the Web.

• The 16th edition of the Ethnologue has been
sent to the printer.

• Judy's parents came for a visit over Christ-
mas.  We all greatly enjoyed their visit.

• Judy got the same bug twice in the last year.
In December, the doctor prescribed a different
antibiotic that not only "zapped" the bug but also
"zapped" some symptoms we thought were part
of her colitis.  She is now feeling better than she
has in a couple of years!
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Please join us in praying...

• For additional prayer & financial supporters
to join our team.

• For safe travel to Hawaii and for good
fellowship with our supporters there.  We are
grateful that we found great prices for our
airfare.

• For Ray as he begins to work/update the
design and editor interface of the Ethnologue.

• For continued peace from God concerning the
adoption of Abigail.  We continue to wait,
trusting his timing is best.

Recently, Amanda was trying to figure out a math
game on her Leapster (an elementary school level game,
but it was a free acquisition...).  Ray got out the math
counting blocks to help explain to her how addition, sub-
traction and grouping work.  She was so into it that she
ended up spending half the afternoon learning with the
snap-together blocks.  Then, the next day when Judy was
teaching Amanda about grouping & counting for her math
lesson, Amanda piped up, “I already know that.  Daddy
taught me yesterday!”

One of the things Ray was helping Amanda with was
counting to 100, and grouping by ten’s.  “Ten... Twenty...
Thirty... Forty...” and Amanda says, “Five-ty”!  Well -
she does have a point, it is “Four-ty”, “Six-ty”, “Seven-
ty”, etc.

Rejoice - V isiting Ha waii

We’re coming to Hawaii to visit our supporting
churches, individual supporters, and friends!  We are ar-
riving on May 12th and staying until June 18th.  We would
like to visit and see as many of you as we can.  Please
contact us so we can schedule a visit with you!

With His Love,
Ray, Judy, and Amanda

www.upperplains.org

Amanda trying out her new skates!


