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No Snow On the Road

Winter has been somewhat atypical this year:  warm,
cold, warm, cold.  It’s been fairly dry with just a little rain.
Amanda has been praying for some snow but it doesn’t
look like we are going to get any this winter.  Christmas
was wonderful but a little different for us this year.  Judy
got a nasty bug, which Amanda got on Christmas day –
complete with bright pink eyes.  So Judy and Amanda
spent Amanda’s two week pre-school break doing a lot
of laying around and sleeping.

On the R oad to D .C.

Our trip up to Maryland/D.C. went well.  Amanda
was a little nervous about the plane trip as it had been
over a year since our last flight.  But after the first 5
minutes she was fine.  When we landed, there were lots
of chuckles at her “Wheee! This is FUN Mama” when
the pilot hit the brakes on landing.  We had a great Thanks-
giving at Judy’s sister’s place in Philadelphia, and spent
the remainder of our time with Judy’s parents in Mary-
land.  Amanda enjoyed a weekend with her cousins, whom
she hadn’t seen in 2 ½ years.  And we found out she is
quite a fish in the swimming pool – she watched Grandma
swim on her back, decided that looked like fun, so she
flipped herself over and off she went, much to our sur-
prise.  (she did have on a life jacket and flippers).

Ray was busy squashing a handful of last minute bugs
in the Agta database before its release.  He then spent a
couple of days in D.C. for the American Anthropological
Association annual conference with Dr. Tom Headland
to present the Agta Demographic Database in a 2 hour
poster session.  The database was announced and pub-
lished to the Web in conjunction with the poster session.

The link to the press release:
http://www.sil.org/sil/news/2007/agta-database.htm

The article on the Agta database, and the database
itself can be found at:
http://www.sil.org/silepubs/abstract.asp?id=49227

They had a number of good conversations with people
about the database, its significance, and that it’s available
to download for free off the Internet.  Science Magazine
wrote up a short article about the database being pub-
lished to the Web.

Tom and Janet Headland translated the New Testa-
ment into the language of the Casiguran Agta people of
the Philippines in 1977.  While they lived with the Agta,
Tom and Janet compiled demographic data of the Agta
people over many years.  The Headlands still visit the
Agta every 2 years (they are currently there as of this
newsletter), updating their data.  This database is unique
and significant, tracking an indigenous people group as
they changed from a hunter-gatherer society to being land-
less peasants.  It documents the social and ecological in-
justice happening to indigenous peoples, and it has already
been used to help the Agta fight for their land rights.

On the Road of Construction Delays

The start of construction on the Worship Center/Au-
ditorium has been delayed.  We are waiting for the steel
work to be completed.  In the meantime, Ray has been
having many email discussions and a meeting with the
sound consultant, finalizing details in the audio design,
acoustics, and equipment lists.

Everyone is eagerly awaiting the larger meeting room/
space.  Since January, our current “Activity Center” has
been used for multiple conferences, training seminars and
memorial services for co-workers.  Plus, there are our
weekly “Sing and Share” meetings, missionary kid fel-
lowship, and use by a local church that doesn’t have their
own facilities (Sundays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays).

On the Road to a Completed Finance Manual

Judy has been plugging away on the Finance Manual
used by our offices overseas.  She has been making good
progress.  She is now to the point of having co-workers
review the completed sections.  The goal is to completely
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•  The Agta Demographic Data-
base has been successfully pub-
lished to the Internet and the
conference went well.

•  For the great relationship Ray has with the
Sound Consultant for the new Worship Center.

• For the special financial gifts we received in
December.

• For the peace God has given us concerning
the adoption of Abigail.  We continue to wait - in
God's peace - knowing his timing is best.
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Please join us in praying...

• For safety and health as we travel the many
miles around the western half of the U.S.  For
peace of mind for Amanda as she stays in a lot
of "new" places and meets lots of new friends.
Change is not easy for her.

• For good fellowship with our current support-
ing churches, friends, and family.  And for
opportunities to increase our support team.

• For construction to start soon on the new
Worship Center and for the remaining funding to
come in.

finish the first draft prior to our trip to the West Coast
(see below).  Please pray with us that she would be able
to get this done.  As normally happens, the closer she
gets to the end of the project, the more interruptions and
other necessary tasks come up.   The Area Finance Co-
ordinators from around the world are coming to Dallas in
early June for meetings, and she would like to have a
first draft and internal review completed prior to then, so
that they can help with the second review.

On the Road to the West Coast!

Our plans to visit those of you on the West Coast are
finally coming together.  We’ll be departing Dallas at the
beginning of April, first swinging through San Diego.  We’ll
be in the Los Angeles area from April 7th through the
28th.  We’ll journey up to Portland for the first half of
May.  While there we will make a “side” trip up to the
Seattle, Washington area.   We will finish up with the
long trek back to Dallas, making a stop in Colorado on
the way.  Please call or email us if you want to set up a
time for us to get together with you!  We’re going to try
to visit as many of you as possible – it’s been too long
since our last visit.  And we are hoping that Judy can
meet those of you whom she has yet to meet.  Amanda
is looking forward to a promised visit to Disneyland and
playing with her cousins and Grandpa and Grandma
Uehara in Portland.

On the Road to Increased Financial Support

Like many – or all – of you, we are shocked and
challenged by the increases in the costs of groceries,
gas, and utilities.  Every time we grocery shop it seems

like there is another staple that took a jump in price.  We
are in need of additional financial supporters to help us
meet these expenses.  We know that God will meet all of
our needs, but we do need to do our part in sharing how
Bible Translation takes a team working together.  If you
would like to host a home meeting (inviting 6-8 folks for
an hour long meeting where we will explain our ministry
with Wyclif fe) or know of a church or Sunday School
class or Bible study group that might be interested in
hearing what God is doing around the World through
Wyclif fe please let us know.  The meetings will not be
high-pressure to become involved, but rather just to share
the amazing things that God is doing and how folks can
be involved, as God leads them, through prayer and fi-
nancial support.

On the Road of Learning about Jesus

Amanda continues to thrive and be a blessing and
joy to us.  One of our delights is watching her soak up
spiritual truths and knowledge.  Her pre-school teacher
teaches them hymns and Amanda has been known to
suddenly burst out, at full volume:  “Oh the deep, deep,
love of Jesus…”  Of course, she also asks a million ques-
tions and there are usually a few each week that stump
us at first.  One of her long-time favorite Bible stories is
Jesus healing Bartimaeus’s eyes.  The easy question is
how come Bartimaeus looks different in the various Bible
story books we have, and especially why his eyes are
drawn differently.   The stumper was when she asked,
“If Jesus does miracles, then what does God do?”

With His Love,
Ray, Judy, and Amanda


