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Tree & Weather T ransitions

We are still waiting for fall to ar-
rive - at the moment, it’s quite pleasant,
the perfect weather for planting trees.
We FINALLY planted two maple trees
in the front yard, a handful of years af-
ter a friend had given us the funds to
buy the trees.  Now little 6 foot things,
they can to grow to over 25+ feet tall.

Ethnologue T ransitions

As you may know, the Ethnologue
database tracks information about all the
languages spoken in the world today.
Several weeks ago, Ray did the last
Ethnologue data load, in preparation for
the publishing of the 16th edition.  Now it’s up to the rest
of the Ethnologue team to finish the layout, maps, etc.
for the materials to be complete and sent to the printer.

The Ethnologue editors spend much of their time
verifying submissions for new languages, updating info
for existing languages, and retiring obsolete languages.
They also research and answer questions and comments
received on nearly a daily basis.  “Why is language ‘X’ a
dialect of ‘Y’?”  “What’s the source for this particular bit
of information about language ‘Z’?”  But many of the
answers to such questions are still in paper files in file
cabinets.

In a few weeks, Ray will be ramping up to begin
working on updating the schema (design) of the
Ethnologue, and building a new editor interface, so that
the Ethnologue data entry workers and editors have a more
efficient and modern way of managing all of this infor-
mation.  It’s also a desire to get more of the language
background information out of the file cabinets and into
the database.

Agta T ransitions

Ray and Tom Headland have been going through the
Agta demographic database, adding a few new reports,
rooting out the last (we hope) data errors and oddities,
and updating the documentation.  Version 1.0 of the da-
tabase is to be published to the web in early November.

(www.tinyurl.com/agtadb)  Tom Wood-
ward, head of the Anthropology depart-
ment, has told Ray, “Tom is so excited;
he’s like a kid in a candy store!”

Many folks wonder, “What does
anthropology have to do with Bible
translation?”  Tom Headland has this
quote on his office wall: “More of the
problems [in Bible translation] involve
cultural anthropology than they do
problems of theology.”  — Dr. Eugene
Nida, quoted from Christianity Today,
October 7, 2002, page 49.

IT Dept Transitions

In the midst of these project mile-
stones, there are major renovations going on in the build-
ing where Ray works.  The Global Publishing Services
department (which handle the layout, graphics, typeset-
ting, etc. for scripture publication) is the largest depart-
ment in the building and is being completely reorganized.
Their entire area has been gutted from the ceiling tiles
down to the concrete slab.  To save expenses, the heating
and air conditioning system, including controls and
ductwork, for the entire building is being redone at the
same time.  So everyone has vacated the building while
that work is being done.  The IT department is now scat-
tered around the Center.  Ray’s programming team has
ended up in an old mobile home, with networking cables
and phone lines hanging on the walls in every room.



•  For His faithfulness!

•  The 16th edition of the
Ethnologue is in the final steps of

pre-publication.

• Version 1.0 of the Agta database is soon to be
published to the Web.

• Judy's training of Krista went well.  Krista is
planning to leave for PNG in January and will
be a tremendous blessing to the Bible Transla-
tion work in that country.
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Please join us in praying...

• For additional prayer & financial supporters
to join our team.

• That we will clearly hear where God would
have Judy focus her skills with regards to her
next assignment.  And for wisdom in determing
the best schooling option for Amanda.

• For Ray as he begins to work/update the
design and editor interface of the Ethnologue.

• For continued peace from God concerning the
adoption of Abigail.  We continue to wait,
trusting his timing is best.

Transitions f or Judy

An even bigger transition is coming up for Judy.  The
Vice President of Finance is restructuring the Interna-
tional Finance Office roles.  Out of those discussions/
decisions it seemed best for Judy to pursue an assign-
ment that would make better use of her skills than Inter-
national Finance was able to right now.  At this point we
have not decided what Judy will be doing next.  She
spent most of September and October training a new
member, Krista, who will using her accounting skills in
Papua New Guinea.  Judy is now cleaning out her cur-
rent office.

With His Love,
Ray, Judy, and Amanda
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but have realized that since we don’t have a  typical
furlough year every 4 years, it would be a challenge to
fit in partnership development trips around the normal
school calendar.  This and a few other reasons make us
wonder if home schooling is an option we should con-
sider.

Economic T ransitions

We all have been impacted by the current financial
situation in our country and the higher prices for gro-
ceries and other items.  Like you we are so glad the
price of gas has come down.   We pray for you each –
that God will continue to meet your every need.  And
we greatly appreciate your prayers for us – it can some-
times be a large temptation to start worrying about how
much our support will be the following month.  As men-
tioned previously, we do need an increase in our sup-
port – not only have groceries and other expenses gone
up but our mandatory health insurance and retirement
amounts have increased as well.  We will also need a
new roof on our house in the next year.  We continue to
trust that God will meet our every need.  Thank you for
your faithful prayers and support!

Please join us in praying that we will clearly hear
where God would have Judy focus her skills next.  There
are two additional items in the mix of the decision: (1)
we are hoping to make a 4-6 week trip to Hawaii this
spring to visit our supporters and supporting churches
as it has been 4 years since our last visit and (2) we are
still trying to decide on the best schooling option for
Amanda, who will start kindergarten in the fall.   We
were originally planning to send her to the local school


